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Political Science 131  
Modernization and Political Change 

Spring 2015 
 

Phillips 328 
Tu.-Th. 11:00 am - 12:15 pm 

UNC-Chapel Hill 
 
Instructor: Santiago Anria 
Office Hours: Th. 1-4 p.m., or by appointment – FedEx Global Center (café on ground floor) 
Office: Hamilton Hall 459 
E-mail: sanria@email.unc.edu 
Website: www.santiagoanria.com  
 
Course Description: 
 

“Politics is who gets what, when, and how” – Harold Lasswell  
 

This course offers an overview of the major theories of social and political change, with a heavy 
emphasis on Latin America and specifically on questions of redistribution and political inclusion. 
Latin America is the part of the former colonized world with the longest history of independence. 
Yet, economic and political development have proven difficult, and Latin America has the notorious 
distinction of having the highest degree of inequality in the world. Theorists have long debated the 
reasons for these developmental challenges, and potential solutions. Since the turn of the century, 
though, things have changed quite considerably.  

For over a decade, Latin America has been experiencing a surge of leftist governments, all of 
them elected democratically. This shift began with the economic crises of 1998-2002. These crises 
were followed by a surge in economic growth due to the boom in commodity prices, which enabled 
countries rich in natural resources to increase their expenditures in social programs. These “new 
left” governments have engaged in redistributive policies that have, to varying degrees, been 
consistent with both economic growth and macroeconomic stability. They have also empowered 
allied groups in civil society, and opened spaces for the inclusion into politics of previously 
marginalized and excluded groups. Yet, despite notable advances, issues of inclusion and 
redistribution remain far from settled. Why do some get more than others? Why do some social 
groups get to participate in this game we call politics while others are excluded? Why are politics 
generally so unequal? 

To tackle these questions, this course is structured in two parts. First, we will begin by reviewing 
contending approaches to development, both theories of development and actually implemented 
development models. We will focus on the major economic strategies in Latin America’s twentieth 
century, the period where the masses began to assert their inclusion into politics, and will study the 
political correlates of those strategies. We will then spend a great deal of time exploring the process 
of market liberalization that radically transformed Latin America’s landscape since the mid-1970s, as 
well as the waves of popular mobilization against such policies since the 1990s. In the second part of 
the course, we will assess the performance of the “new left” governments in the region and the 
elements that account for their different approaches to distributive politics. We will also use a 
comparative perspective to analyze other cases from outside the region, where governments with a 
commitment to inclusion and redistribution have been able to make progress in moving towards 
these goals. 
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Course Organization: 
 
The course will meet twice a week for sessions of one hour and fifteen minutes. Class meetings will 
combine short lectures and discussions of the readings. In all this, we will have a good deal of 
discussion, and students are expected to come regularly to class, read the assigned materials prior to 
each class, and actively participate during class meetings.  
 
I will normally start with a lecture, supported by power point slides. After the lecture, you will work 
in groups on specific questions and come up with solutions based on the readings and lectures. 
Adequate preparation, attendance, and participation are key to success in this course.  
 
Required Book (available for purchase at the bookstore): 
 

• Silva, Eduardo (2009) Challenging Neoliberalism in Latin America. Cambridge, MA: Cambridge 
University Press. 
 

• Recommended: Skidmore, Thomas E., Peter H. Smith, and James N. Green (2010) Modern 
Latin America. Oxford: Oxford University Press, Eighth Edition.  

 
You are expected to read the assigned materials before each class. To assist with this, I will distribute 
a reading guide for social sciences that will help you engage meaningfully with the readings. Coming 
to class prepared is vital to success in the course. It will help you follow the short lectures more 
easily, and will ensure that you can actively participate in class discussions. 
 
All other readings listed on the syllabus are posted in Sakai under “Resources > Readings” and are 
either book chapters or journal articles. 
 
Course Website: 
 
Our course website will be available through Sakai. I will use our website to post the syllabus, power 
points for the short lectures, handouts, announcements, and other course information and class-
related materials. You should check Sakai regularly to stay up to date with the course. 
 
Course Requirements and Grading: 
 

1. Attendance, Engagement, and Class Participation (20%) 
 

Participation is vital to the success of this course. You will learn far more if you engage in 
meaningful exchange with your peers, instead of just listening to me.  
 
Class meetings are great opportunities to discuss the week’s reading and lecture topics, so 
you are required to bring all assigned readings to each and every section. We will discuss 
what makes for good participation in class and I will give you a handout on that subject.  
 
Please be on time and attend all classes. After 3 absences, every additional absence will result 
in a 5-point reduction of your overall grade.  
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2. Term Paper (30%) 
 
Each student in the class will write a research paper on a country case study. I will post a list 
of suggested topics, as well as instructions and a detailed grading rubric on our Course 
Website. If you have a different idea for a topic that would interest you, you must check with 
me to approve the topic before you start working on it. Papers should be 10-12 pages long 
(double spaced, 12 point font).  
 
You should begin working on your paper early in the semester, and you are expected to meet 
with me at least once to talk about the topic (even if you select one from the list I provide) 
and your progress. You will submit an abstract, outline, and bibliography on March 5. 

 
Papers must be turned in at the beginning of the class on April 9. You have turned a paper 
in when a stapled, printed copy is in my hands. Late papers will be penalized with one 
letter grade per day late. Papers will also be considered late if they are turned in after the 
beginning of class on the day they are due.  

 
3. In-Class Midterm Exam (20%) 

 
There will be an in-class midterm exam on February 19. It will combine IDs/short answer 
questions and one essay question. You will be responsible for mastering the course materials 
on the topics that we cover in the lectures and the readings until that date.  
 

4. In-Class Final Exam (30%) 
 

There will be an in-class final exam on April 28. The final exam will consist of: (1) 
IDs/short answer questions on the lectures and readings since the midterm and (2) two 
essay questions on the materials covered during the entire semester.  
 
 

Grading Scheme: 
 
 

A 100 – 90 This grade is reserved for students who achieve an exceptional 
mastery of course content and the highest level of mastery of course 
content 
 

B 89 – 80  Grades in this range are given to students who demonstrate a strong 
performance and high levels of mastery of course content 
 

C 79 – 70  Grades in this range are given to students who show an acceptable 
performance and adequate levels of mastery of course content 
 

D 69 – 60 Grades in this range are reserved for students who show a marginal 
performance and minimal effort to master course content 
 

F 59 – 0 Grades in this range are given to students who show an unacceptable 
performance in class 
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Student Responsibilities: 
 

1. Late Assignments: All assignments are due at the beginning of class on the specified date. 
Late penalty for work submitted after the deadline will result in a deduction of a letter grade 
per day late. 
 

2. Make-up Work: No make-up tests will be given unless prior arrangements are made with 
me, or proof of a medical visit or excuse from the Dean of Students is provided. 
Additionally, students may not retake an exam or repeat an assignment, nor can they turn in 
work for “extra” credit. 
 

3. Academic Dishonesty: You are responsible for reviewing the university policy on 
plagiarism, cheating, and other forms of academic dishonesty, which can be found here. You 
also need to familiarize yourself with the concept and practice of plagiarism in order to make 
sure that you avoid it. Take the library’s tutorial here. If you still have doubts of what 
constitute academic dishonesty, please come talk to me. Keep in mind that all assignments 
are to be completed individually, unless I indicate otherwise. 
 

4. Tolerance and Respect in the Classroom: This class is an open academic space in which 
we will be discussing various and, at times, controversial topics. Differences of opinion are 
likely and also desirable while discussing political issues. While I encourage disagreements 
and polemics, I expect students to respect one another. 
 

5. Electronic Devices: Out of respect for your classmates, I ask that you turn off all cell 
phones before class begins. I also strongly discourage you from using electronic devices 
during class meetings, especially if you have difficulty resisting the temptation to check e-
mail or Facebook very frequently. If you decide to use a laptop to take notes, that is fine. If it 
becomes evident that computers are being used for other purposes, then I may limit their 
use. 
 

6. Contact Policy and Office Hours: I encourage students to contact me by e-mail or to stop 
by my office during office hours, whether you want to clarify course materials or just to talk 
about the course. I check my e-mail every day and students should expect an answer 
within one or two business days. Also, if you have concerns about grades or about an 
issue that requires significant time, please drop me an e-mail to set up an appointment. I do 
not to discuss grades or other sensitive issues via e-mail. 
 

7. Getting Help: If you are having difficulties with the class and reading materials, please 
come and see me during my office hours. I also encourage you to check the list of campus 
resources that I prepared in our Course Website. 
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Summary of Important Dates: 

 
February 19 Midterm Exam 
March 5 Outline and Bibliography 
April 9 Term Paper 
April 28 Final Exam 

 
 

Class Schedule and Readings: 
 
 

Week 1 
 
January 8 Orientation and Organization; Honor Code 
 
 

Week 2 
 

January 13 Introduction – Why Latin America? 
  Skidmore, Smith, and Green (2010), Modern Latin America, pp. 3-15 
 
January 15 Modernization and Dependency 
  Hellinger (2011), Comparative Politics of Latin America, pp. 119-139 
 
 

Week 3 
 

January 20 Populism, Development, and Political Inclusion 
  Hellinger (2011), Comparative Politics of Latin America, pp. 140-167 
 
January 22 Crisis of Populism and Bureaucratic Authoritarianism 

O’Donnell (1986), “Toward an Alternative Conceptualization of South American 
Politics,” pp. 237-271 (in Klarén and Bossert, Promise of Development) 

 
 

Week 4 
 

January 27 TBD 
 
January 29 Neoliberalism in Latin America 

Green (2006), “State versus Market,” pp. 68-83 (in Kingstone, Readings in Latin 
American Politics) 
Williamson (2006), “What Washington Means by Policy Reform,” pp. 83-89 (in 
Kingstone, Readings in Latin American Politics) 
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Week 5 
 
February 3 Neoliberalism in Latin America 

Video: Life and Debt 
 
February 5 Successes and Failures of Neoliberal Reforms 

Huber and Solt “Successes and Failures of Neoliberalism” Latin American Research 
Review 39: 3 (2004): 150-63 

 
 

Week 6 
 
February10 Anti-Neoliberal Mobilization and Grassroots Politics: Views from Below 
  Silva (2009), Challenging Neoliberalism, pp. 1-13 
 
February 12 Contentious Politics, Contemporary Market Society, and Power 
  Silva (2009), Challenging Neoliberalism, pp. 14-55 
 
 

Week 7 
 
February 17 Class Cancelled – Snow day! 

   
February 19 Grassroots Politics and the Left Turn 

Roberts “The Mobilization of Opposition to Economic Liberalization,” Annual 
Review of Political Science 11 (2008): 327-49 

 
 
 

Week 8 
 
February 24 Midterm 
   
February 26 Reactions to Neoliberalism: The Politicians’ View 

Video: South of the Border (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tvjIwVjJsXc) 
Reading: Weyland et al. (2010) “The Performance of Leftist Governments in Latin 
America” 

 
 

Week 9 
 
March 3 Argentina 
  Silva (2009), Challenging Neoliberalism, Chapter 4 
 
March 5 Argentina 
  Silva (2009), Challenging Neoliberalism, Chapter 4 
  Abstract, outline, and bibliography for the paper 
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Week 10 
 
March 10 Spring Break 
 
March 12 Spring Break 
 
 

Week 11 
 
March 17 Bolivia 
  Silva (2009), Challenging Neoliberalism, Chapter 5 
 
March 19 Bolivia 
  Silva (2009), Challenging Neoliberalism, Chapter 5 
 
 

Week 12 
 
March 24 Chile  
  Silva (2009), Challenging Neoliberalism, Chapter 8, only pp. 248-265 
 
March 26 Toward Post-Neoliberalism 
  Silva (2009), Challenging Neoliberalism, Chapter 9 
 
 

Week 13 
 
March 31 The Resource Boom 

Mazzuca (2013), “Natural Resources Boom,” pp. 102-126 (in Domínguez and 
Shifter, Constructing Democratic Governance in Latin America) 

 
April 2  Social Policy and Redistribution: The Left’s Social Policy Toolkit 

Reygadas and Filgueira (2010), “Inequality and the Incorporation Crisis,” pp. 171-
191 (in Cameron and Hershberg, Latin America’s Left Turns)  

 
 

Week 14 
 
April 7  Paradigmatic Crises 

Luna and Filgueira, “The Left Turns as Multiple Paradigmatic Crises,” Third World 
Quarterly 30:2 (2009): 371-95.  

 
April 9  Successful Social Policy Regimes?  

Huber and Stephens (2010), “Successful Social Policy Regimes,” pp. 155-210 (in 
Mainwaring and Scully, Democratic Governance in Latin America) 

  Paper due 
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Week 15 
 
April 14 The Future of the Left 
  Reading TBD 
 
April 16 Alternative path to low inequality – South Korea 

Teichman (2012), Social Forces and States, pp. 26-48 
 
 

Week 16 
 
April 21 Brazil, India, and South Africa 

Heller, “Democracy, Participatory Politics, and Development,” Polity, 44 (2012): 643-
65. 

 
April 23 Review and Conclusions 
 
April 28 Final Exam at 12:00 pm 


